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SUBJECT: FURTHER JAPANESE PRESS REPORTING ON YUGOSLAV 
TRIPARTITE KOREA INITIATIVE 

REF: TOKYO 6673 

1 . SANKEI EVENING APRIL 1 FRONT-PAGED NEW STORY ON 
YUGOSLAV INITIATIVE FOR TRIPARTITE KOREAN TALKS WITH 
WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT YOICHI KITAZUME BYLINE. KITAZUME 
REPORTED THAT, ACCORDING TO 'INFORMED DIPLOMATIC SOURCE," 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING TITO-CARTER MEETING IN WASHINGTON 
IN MID-MARCH, GOY HAD DISPATCHED SPECIAL ENVOY TO 
PYONGYANG TO RELAY US THOUGHTS ON POSSIBLE IMPROVEMENT OF 
RELATIONS THROUGH TRIPARTITE TALKS BETWEEN US, DPRK AND 
ROK. KITAZUME S SOURCE CHARACTERIZED USG S REPORTED 
DESIRE TO SEEK CONTACT WITH DPRK THROUGH YUGOSLAVS AS 
EXTREMELY POSITIVE. SANKEI SAID THAT ALTHOUGH STATE 
DEPARTMENT AND YUGOSLAV EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON HAD 
ESSENTIALLY OFFERED "NO COMMENT", NEITHER HAD THEY 
FLATLY DENIED STORY. 
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2. KITAZUME WENT ON TO QUOTE OTHER "INFORMED SPECULATION" 
THAT ENVIRONMENT FOR US-DPRK CONTACT WAS IMPROVING 
BECAUSE OF USG'S CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE DPRK AGGRESSIVE 
ACTIONS DURING COURSE OF TROOP WITHDRAWAL, PARTICULARLY 
SHOULD U.S. CONGRESS CUT MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO ROK 
BECAUSE OF PARK TONG-SUN SCANDALS. FOR THEIR PART, NORTH 
KOREANS WERE INTERESTED IN STRENGTHENING ECONOMIC 
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RELATIONS WITH WEST AND IMPROVING INTERNATIONAL POSITION 
THROUGH DIALOGUE WITH US. 

3. KITAZUME REPORTED THAT ALTHOUGH USG HAD BRIEFED SOUTH 
KOREANS ON ALL DETAILS OF YUGOSLAV INITIATIVE THROUGH 
ROK EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, SOUTH KOREAN GOVERNMENT WAS 
THUR FAR EXTREMELY GUARDED IN ITS RESPONSE. ROK HAD 
CONVEYED ITS OPPOSITION TO TRIPARTITE TALKS THROUGH LETTER 
TO STATE DEPARTMENT AND IN TURN, HAD RECEIVED 
DEPARTMENT'S ASSURANCE THAT "THE ROK'S VIEWS WILL BE 
FULLY RESPECTED, AND DEPENDING ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES, WE 
WILL RECONSIDER HOW TO ADVANCE TALKS WITH NORTH KOREA.” 

MANSFIELD 
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